Robert A. Heckert, BSc (Agr), DVM, PhD, CBSP
8306 Triple Crown Rd, Bowie, MD USA

Ph 301-262-7121, Mobil 240-423-1631, E mail rheckert@safevet.com
SUMMARY OF ACCOMPLISHMENTS

· Nationally and Internationally recognized as an expert in biocontainment, biosafety and biosecurity

· Participated in the design and preconstruction of laboratories all around the world with BSL-2, 3 and 3Ag containment 

· National and International lecturer on biosafety and biosecurity

· Provided biosafety consultation and advice to governments, private companies and academia

· Responsible for operation of BSL-2, BSL-3 enhanced and BSL-3Ag high containment laboratories 

· Contributed to writing regulations and checklists for USDA biocontainment standards 

· Coordinated the Animal Health Research program for USDA, involving over 100 scientists and $50 million 

· Successfully conducted cutting edge University research at BSL2 and BSL3 enhanced biocontainment

· Mentored and trained PhD and MS students

· Authored over 50 peer-reviewed publications in Animal Health

· Provided hundreds of presentations and seminars on a wide variety of topics

SUMMARY OF QUALIFICATIONS

· Working in the Animal Health field for over 25 years

· Veterinarian (DVM) with a PhD in virology/epidemiology

· Recognized by the American Biological Safety Association as a Certified Biosafety Professional (CBSP)

· Extensive experience working: in international animal health research; in laboratories at various biosafety levels; in many different countries (Pirbright, UK; Geelong, Australia; Winnipeg, Canada)

· Internationally recognized animal health expert on a variety of highly infectious animal diseases

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
· Adjunct Professor – Georgetown University, 2009 to present

· Owner of Robert Heckert Consulting, LLC  2007 - present

A private biosafety consulting firm specializing in providing biosafety advice to governments, academia and industry
· Fellow, Homeland Security Institute  2006- 2007
Analytic Services, Arlington, VA 22206

· National Program Leader, Animal Health  2002- 2006

United States Department of Agriculture

Agriculture Research Services, Beltsville, MD 20705

· Assistant Professor  1998 - 2001

Virginia-Maryland Regional College of Veterinary Medicine, University of Maryland, College Park, MD 20742

· Chief, Foreign Animal Disease Diagnosis  1997-1998

Canadian Food Inspection Agency, Animal Diseases Research Institute, Centre of Expertise Foreign Animal Diseases, Nepean, Ontario, Canada

· Acting Chief, Foreign Animal Disease Diagnosis  1994-1997
Agriculture Canada, Animal Diseases Research Institute, Foreign Animal Disease Section, Nepean, Ontario, Canada
· Veterinary Diagnostician, Foreign Animal Diseases  1992-1994
Agriculture Canada, Animal Diseases Research Institute, Foreign Animal Disease Section, Nepean, Ontario, Canada
· Head, Virology/Immunology  1990-1992
Agriculture Canada, Health of Animals Laboratory, Sackville, N.B. Canada

· Veterinarian  1984-1985

Avian and large animal practice, Vancouver, Canada

EDUCATION and CERTIFICATIONS
· American Society for Microbiology, Specialist in Microbiology (SM), 2007

· American Biological Safety Association, Certified Biosafety Professional (CBSP), 2007

· The Ohio State University, Preventive Medicine, PhD, 1990

· University of Saskatchewan, Veterinary Medicine, DVM, 1984

· University of British Columbia, Agriculture, BSc (Agr),1980

PUBLICATIONS

· Articles in refereed journals; 55 published
· Book chapters; 4 published
· Dissertation: Bovine coronavirus in calves: Epidemiology, diagnosis and antibody isotype responses to structural viral proteins, 1990

PRESENTATIONS AND PUBLIC APPEARANCES
· Abstracts and other professional papers presented; 57 at official meetings

· Numerous public presentations for a wide range of audiences

INSTRUCTION
· Georgetown University – Course leader and instructor (Agroterrorism)

· The Ohio State University – undergraduate veterinary students

· University of Maryland – 3 undergraduate classes; 2 graduate classes (including online) 

· VA-MD Regional College of Veterinary Medicine – 5 graduate classes

· Undergraduate advising – mentored undergraduate students

· Supervision of student research – 2 Masters students; 1 PhD student 

OTHER CREATIVE AND SCHOLARLY ACTIVITIES
· Special recognition and achievements; Recognized designated expert on classical swine fever virus by the Office International des Epizooties (OIE), 1996-1997

· Contracts and grants, gifts; over $800,000 between 5 grants

· Reviewer for numerous peer reviewed publications in veterinary medicine

· Editorial Advisory Board, Encyclopaedia of Animal Science, Marcel Dekker

· Recognized as a Specialist Microbiologist in Biological Safety by the American Society of Microbiology

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

· American Veterinary Medical Association

· American Biological Safety Association

· Chesapeake Area Biological Safety Association

· Society for Tropical Veterinary Medicine (Councillor)
AWARDS AND HONOURS

· American College of Veterinary Microbiology, 1st place award for best abstract and presentation, Conf. Res. Workers in Animal Diseases, Chicago, IL, 1986.

· American Veterinary Medical Association fellowship for presentation of a paper in Research Medicine at the AVMA annual meeting, Portland, OR, 1988.

· American Association of Veterinary Immunologists, 2nd place award for best abstract and presentation, Conf. Res. Workers in Animal Diseases, Chicago, IL, 1988

· Recognized by the University of Maryland, Office of Research and Graduate Studies as among the top 100 in securing grant support

· Recognized by the University of Maryland, Office of Technology Commercialization as a finalist for Invention of the Year

· USDA bonus award for exceptional performance, 2004, 2005
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